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MYTHOLOGY OF THE ARYAN NATIONS.
Iranian
dualism.
Its in-

with all the strength of spiritual conviction : btit the idea of his enemy was as closely linked with that of the righteous God as the idea of Vritra with that of Indra ; and the exalt* ation of Orniuzd carried the greatness of Ahriman to a pitch which made him the creator and the sovereign of an evil universe at war with the Kosmos of the spirit of light.
Such was the origin of Iranian dualism, a dualism which divided the world between two opposing self-existent deities, while it professedly left to men the power of choosing whom they should obey. ' Ahura-mazda is holy, true, to be honoured through truth, through holy deeds/ 'You cannot .serve him and his enemy.5 * In the beginning there was a pair of twins, two spirits, each of a peculiar activity. These are the Good and the Base in thoxight, word, and deed. Choose one of these two spirits. Be good, not base/ But practically Ahriman toot continually a stronger hold on the popular imagination, and the full effects of this process were to be realised elsewhere. The religion of Zoroaster has been regarded as a reform $ in M. Br^aPs judgment, it was rather a return to a classification which the Hindu had abandoned or had never cared to adopt. ' While Brahmanism kept to the old belief only in the letter, Mazdeism preserved its spirit. The Parsee, who sees the universe divided between two forces, everywhere present and each in turn victorious until the final victory of Ormuzd, is nearer to the mythical representations of the first age than the Hindu, who, looking on everything as an illusion of the senses, wraps up the universe and his own personality in the existence of one single Being/1
With this dualism the Jews were brought into contact during the captivity at Babylon. That the Hebrew prophets had reiterated their belief in one God with the most profound conviction, is not to be questioned; but as little can it be doubted that as a people the Jews had exhibited little impulse towards Monotheism, and that from this time we discern a readiness to adopt the Zoroastrian demonology* Thus far Satan had appeared, as in the book of Job, among
1 Hercule et Cacus, 129.   The same view of the origin of the Dualistic theo-
logy is taken by M. Maury, Croyano&, ^*<?,, 97.